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The most important events of the month. The most significant event of the last 

month was a visit to Minsk of the Pentagon delegation headed by the United States 

Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense Michael Carpenter. The USA is concerned about 

ensuring the security of the NATO’s eastern flank. The mission of M. Carpenter was 

rather of monitoring nature and aimed at understanding the position of the Belarusian 

authorities concerning the current regional security crisis. The visit was pretty widely 

covered by the domestic mass media. However, it was not paid any attention even within 

the Pentagon itself, obviously because of the routine nature of the trip. 

This visit followed the consultations between the defense departments of the two 

countries, which took place in Washington in December 2015. Neither the Pentagon, nor 

the Defense Ministry of Belarus has previously reported about the event. 

Mr. M. Carpenter met the Belarusian Foreign Minister and Defense Minister, and 

he was also personally received by Alexander Lukashenko. Based on the open part of the 

visit, the Americans were interested in security of its allies in NATO and the possible 

expansion of the Russian military presence in our country. The latter is seen in the West 

as a threat. 

The Belarusian side proposed a broader agenda of the Belarusian-American 

dialogue: 

- direct involvement of the USA in settlement of the Ukrainian crisis and, as a 

result, creation of a new regional security system with participation of the United States. 

At the same time Alexander Lukashenko said that it is impossible to balance the situation 

in the region without involvement of the United States, and it is his firm conviction; 

- limiting of the NATO activities in the region, which provokes reaction of Russia 

and, as a consequence, pressure on the official Minsk on the matter of expansion of the 

Russian military presence in Belarus. Although the NATO's eastward expansion is of 

some concern, it is not perceived as a threat in Belarus; 

- political dialogue between Minsk and Washington. 

It should be noted that during the meeting with the American delegation Alexander 

Lukashenko said that Belarus is ready to fulfill its obligations to the allies, but only on its 

own territory, the Belarusian troops will not be sent anywhere: “We will never fight on 

the foreign territory”. The latter disavows the Collective Security Treaty Organization as 

a military alliance. Although the political, military and technical, information and other 

spheres of interaction within the Organization are also important, Alexander Lukashenko 

stressed that the most important for Belarus is “... protection of the integrity and 

sovereignty of our country, as well as opposition to any threats, from wherever they 

might come”. 

The visit was preceded by the visit of the Pentagon delegation representatives from 

the Foreign Relations Committee of the Senate of the US Congress. The agenda was 

dedicated to the condition and prospects for development of the Belarusian-American 

relations. 

The dynamics of the situation development for the past month. In Belarus it was 

decided to increase the retirement age. The details are being currently worked out. The 

pension reform will consider the peculiarities of the security forces, especially those 

performing tasks associated with the risk to the health or life. As far as it is known two 

new options are being discussed. The first one involves an automatic increase in 

retirement age for all employees of the law enforcement agencies by 3 years. The second 
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option provides for preferential retirement age of 45 years for those whose work is 

related to the direct risk, and rising the retirement age for administrative and support 

positions. In addition, a significant portion of the civil personnel of the law enforcement 

agencies in Belarus will be deprived of the status of civil servants and the relevant 

privileges. 

It was also unofficially announced about the upcoming cuts in the structure of the 

Ministry of Emergency Situations by 10%, waiver of attestation of a number of 

supporting and administrative positions, combining of the Command and Engineering 

Institute and the Gomel Engineering Institute into a single departmental university: the 

Academy of Civil Defense of the Ministry of Emergency Situations of the Republic of 

Belarus. 

The information was released on performance of the Ministry of Internal Affairs in 

the past year in the field of protection of the financial and economic interests of the 

country. Thus, in the course of operational support with the procurement procedures for 

the state needs in 2015 near 189 violations were discovered, which is 2.5 times more than 

in 2014. It was possible to prevent damage in the amount of USD 31.5 million, near USD 

49.2 mln. material assets were withdrawn from the shadow economy. More and more 

attention is paid to the fight against the shadow market of the alcoholic beverages, which 

influences the reduction of volume of legal production and sale. At the same time 95% of 

seizures of illegal alcohol were imported from the territory of Russia. 

In March, Pinsk and Pinsk district held trainings on the formation of headquarters 

and military units of the territorial defense in the city and district. 

On 04.03.2016, the Belarusian Ministry of Defense held consultations with the 

NATO delegation on participation in the planning and assessment of forces in0the 

program called “Partnership for Peace”. They discussed the prospects for cooperation for 

the next two-year period. The NATO representatives highlighted “... the serious work 

performed by the Ministry of Defense (Belarus) under the program “Partnership for 

Peace”, planned and comprehensive approach to organization and carrying out of 

measures for its successful implementation”. 

On 15.03.2016, the second in the current year check of the Armed Forces was 

carried out. It was held in view of the previously identified deficiencies. Among other 

things, new algorithms in the control system were tested, “... modern views on combating 

hybrid challenges, risks and threats”. At its peak, about 7,000 people were involved in the 

check process (including 600 soldiers called up from the reserve), more than 1,100 units 

of equipment. The control system includes more than 50 items of different control levels 

related to the modern digital communication. 

The forces involved in the check process solved tasks on conducting 

reconnaissance, blocking and destroying the illegal armed formations, fire damaging at 

maximum range. The unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) were used for exploration, 

navigation and targeting. The mechanized parts were moved by rail and its own power 

for hundreds of kilometers along the unfamiliar terrain. Crossing of a floating bridge was 

a part of such trainings as well. 

Among the most important moments of checkup one should note testing of the 

battle in populated areas. According to the legend, a kind of illegal armed groups seized 

the building and the hostages. And the military blocked the militants, released the 
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hostages and killed the gang. At the same time the enemy used the communication 

facilities network for maneuver. It was emphasized that the ability to fight in the city is 

now one of the most important skills that the Special Operations Forces of Belarus should 

possess. 

More than a hundred soldiers, called up from the reserve, were sent to the tanks 

reserve base, where they participated in removal of military equipment from storage and 

preparing it for firing. 

On 10.03.2016, the representative of the Belarusian General Staff pointed out that 

currently “... there are no serious military threats from the territory of Ukraine”. And the 

co-operation of Kiev with the NATO is well understood and is not perceived as a 

provocation in Minsk. 

On 11.03.2016, Shumilino held trainings with the representatives of the military 

commissariats of the Vitebsk region on organization of mobilization procedures. 

On 16.03.2016, the State Border Committee of Belarus declared that over the past 

year 25 organizers of illegal migration have been prosecuted. The illegal migration 

channels are typically being organized by the representatives of the Chechen and 

Vietnamese diaspora. The most tense situation developed on the state border with 

Lithuania and Latvia. The number of detainees has exceeded 700 people in 2015, which 

is “several times more than in 2014”. 

On 16.03.2016, it was announced about the availability of a framework agreement 

between DOSAAF (Belarus) and “Irkut” Corporation for the purchase of eight training 

aircrafts Yak-152. It is eventually planned to re-equip the entire fleet of the defense 

agency. In November 2015 it was reported on the plans to buy five aircrafts Yak-152. 

According to some sources, the Government decided to allocate the necessary funds. 

On 23.03.2015, A. Lukashenko received the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Poland 

Witold Waszczykowski. The Belarusian leader said that the two countries “... may play a 

significant role in Europe and influence many processes”. There are no unsolvable 

problems between our countries. A. Lukashenka recalled the common history of the two 

states. Previously, such declarations were related only in respect of the post-Soviet 

countries. Moreover, according to Lukashenko, the history of Belarus started with the 

1917 Bolshevik Revolution. And Poland has been regularly accused of trying to 

destabilize the situation in Belarus and the intent to deprive part of the territory of our 

country. Now Minsk “has forgotten” the earlier claims. Let's hope for good. 

W. Waszczykowski announced the intention of the new Polish Government to 

resolve all disputes with Belarus. Among other issues discussed were the issues of 

regional security. The Belarusian authorities stated that they are open to dialogue with 

Poland in all directions. And we are ready to work on removing the existing “concerns” 

of the agenda in bilateral relations. 

On 25.03.2016, the Ministry of Internal Affairs reported of 135 opened criminal 

cases against citizens of our country, who participated in the military actions on the 

territory of Ukraine. The Main Directorate for Combating Organized Crime and 

Corruption of the Ministry of Internal Affairs formed the operative reporting of the war 

participants returning to Belarus. It is stated that these people “... might carry military 

threat to the state” and therefore must be taken under supervision. 
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At the same time there are rumors about presence of the list of the Ukrainian war 

action participants from Belarus, who in case of their returning home will be physically 

eliminated. This mythical list includes members of the war on both sides (Russian and 

Ukrainian). In this case we are talking about psychological pressure on those involved in 

the fighting, in order to force them abandon their return to Belarus. 

On 29.03.2016, the information was made public that 90 cells of the international 

terrorist centers were detected in the CIS territory in 2015, including 42 cells in Russia. 

More than 1,200 militants were taken for supervision and check. 

March was marked by the Belarusian-Russian contradictions in the field of MIC. 

Firstly, the Russian side has virtually accused Belarus in counterfeit export sales of 

UAVs developed by the Russian “Irkut” Corporation, which production has been 

established in our country under brand name “Berkut”. The Belarusian side responded 

that UAVs “Irkut” were of poor quality and have been improved in our country so much 

that they practically became a new product called “Berkut”. In this connection, the claims 

of the Russian side are not relevant. 

Further, on 30.03.2016, “Almaz-Antey” Concern, a leading manufacturer of air 

defense systems, has announced its readiness to completely abandon the use of the 

Belarusian automobile chassis manufactured by MWTP and switch to the Russian 

analogue chassis. The reason was the alleged unwillingness of the Belarusian 

manufacturer to fulfill orders from Russia on time. Previously such claims were not 

publicly expressed to MWTP. 

Conclusion. Commenting on the visit of Mr. M. Carpenter to Belarus, some 

observers noted that his position does not correspond with the level of reception accorded 

by the Belarusian side. The position of the Deputy Assistant Secretary in the USA 

corresponds to the position of the Deputy Minister of Belarus. And a personal meeting 

with A. Lukashenka confirms high importance laid upon the visit of the US delegation on 

the part of the official Minsk. On the other hand, such a difference in the hierarchy has 

never been an obstacle for A. Lukashenko to meet foreign officials. Let us recall that a 

visit to Belarus of any of the Russian governors implies a meeting and negotiations with 

the Belarusian leader. The attention is paid not to the position held by the foreign official, 

but to the matters to be discussed. In addition, the suspicion of A. Lukashenka became a 

“talk of the town”. And during personal meetings with the foreign visitors he controls 

how accurately he is being informed by his own subordinates. 

The initiative of military exchange voiced during the visit of the American 

representative may not be regarded as a sign of the US special interest in Belarus. The 

USA is interested in stability in the region. This requires communication with local 

governments and monitoring the situation, including the military and political 

monitoring, which is carried out by the military attaches. 

In fact the relations with Belarus have two components in favor the Washington: 

- providing security of the US allies in the region; 

- at least preventing the build-up of Russian influence in the Eastern Europe, and 

ideally a decrease of such influence. 

At the same time it's not only about the military influence, but also the political, 

informational, economic, etc. 
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The West is interested in formation of the buffer zone consisting of Belarus, 

Ukraine and Moldova, which would “absorb” the risks of the Russian expansion. And the 

Belarusian regime is interesting to the USA exactly to the extent to which its behavior is 

consistent with current US interests. Although the US delegation visit is important, and 

the exchange of military attaches will be a positive fact, it is early to speak of a 

breakthrough in relations with the United States. In Washington there is no clear strategy 

for the countries of the buffer zone, the current US administration is preparing to “hand 

over the post”. A new policy for the region will be developed by the new administration. 

And until that day the USA decides only the current issues in the region. 

Posing the task to free the hostages seems strange in relation to the army. The 

country has two specialized anti-terror units (“Almaz” accountable to the MIA and 

“Alpha” accountable to the KGB). Hostage rescue operations are complex and integrated, 

and need involving the narrow profile specialists, which are not parts of the army units 

because of absence of such a need. Obviously, the legend of the hostage liberation is only 

a cover for training the units to conduct combat actions in urban areas, in buildings and 

engineering communications in town. 

It is interesting to note that there were no facts and results of using the UAVs in the 

second check of the Armed Forces. It is difficult to tell why. Perhaps the use of UAV had 

unique exploratory nature. 

Testing of the new units formation from the number of soldiers, called up from 

reserve, armed with military equipment transferred from storage, becomes a tradition. 

Thus, in July 2015, a combined tank battalion was formed from equipment, kept on the 

long-term storage at the 969
th

 tank storage base. 

Currently, six flying clubs DOSAAF operate five types of aircrafts: An-2, Yak-52, 

Yak-55, Piper-28, Wilga-35A. A significant part of the equipment is close to reaching its 

resource. In addition, such old equipment complicates the aircraft maintenance. In this 

regard, partial harmonization of fleet is a rational solution. It is hoped that the necessary 

financial resources for this purpose will be allocated. 

Speaking about the threat of criminal prosecution for the citizens of Belarus, who 

took part in the Russian-Ukrainian war, we should note a few points. Belarus is currently 

faced with a deep economic crisis and the system, which is irresistible under the existing 

social and political order. The main anti-crisis measure of the Belarusian authorities is 

rapid closing of the social state project, termination of the conditional contract between 

the regime and the people, which might be formulated as “political loyalty in exchange 

for the growth of the living standard”. On the background of complete unwillingness of 

A. Lukashenko to modernize the political system and privatize the state property. Under 

these conditions, it is critically important to maintain the state's monopoly on armed 

violence, which is being destroyed by the very fact of presence in Belarus of the people, 

who obtained combat experience outside the official structures and public agencies, 

without their permission and control, and often adhering to the ideological systems that 

are considered hostile by the regime. We should draw attention to the fact that previously 

the Belarusian authorities were accused of letting its citizens to depart in Ukraine to 

participate in hostilities as part of the Russian forces. It seems that passive stance was not 

only due to the fear of possible complications in relations with Moscow. The official 

Minsk is interested that the active citizens of Belarus, who are ready to defend the so-

called “Russian world” with armament and who departed in the combat zone, would 
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never return back, being killed or because of fear to be trapped by the Belarusian law 

enforcement agencies. However, the first option is definitely the most acceptable to the 

authorities: “No man, no problem”. 

The reason for statements about replacement of the products manufactured by 

MWTP by the Russian analogues is the refusal of Belarus to sell the company to the 

Russian companies. Earlier, in 2013, it was reported about the plans to sell the controlling 

stake in MWTP to state corporation “Rostec”. However, two years later Alexander 

Lukashenko actually refused the deal by having evaluated the Belarusian automaker at a 

completely unrealistic sum of USD 3 bln. Closing of the Russian market for the 

Belarusian manufacturers is a traditional way to induce the official Minsk to part with the 

productive assets. And as practice shows this way is not effective. With regard to MWTP 

the Russian side is using the argument of having some Russian analogues or alternatives. 

However, it is not clear why, despite of this, the interest in buying the Belarusian 

enterprise continues unabated for many years. It is doubtful that the official Minsk will 

give up to blackmail. The MWTP is a successful exporting company. And although 

Russia remains the main market, it is still not the only one. Especially since the sale of 

MWTP to the Russian side may end up with the export of technologies and production to 

Russia and closing the enterprises in Belarus. 

Andrei Porotnikov,  

The head of Belarus Security Blog project.  
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