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Factors that influenced Kyiv's initial stance 
on Belarusian opposition
 Facing the Russian aggression, Kyiv was cautious not to get hostile Minsk and 

military threat on the Northern borders of Ukraine.

 Ukraine remains dependent on Belarussian supplies of fuel and fertilizers (over 
1/3 of supplies) and bituminous mixtures (over 2/3 of supplies), which are 
difficult to diversify due to logistics and pricing issues.

 Pro-Russian statements of Belarussian alternative leaders and their ambiguous 
stance on Russian aggression against Ukraine, including the attempted 
annexation of Crimea, raised suspicions that alternative leaders are no more 
friendly to Ukraine than the Lukashenka’s regime and may even accelerate 
Belarus’ integration with Russia.

 Despite the geographical proximity of Ukraine and Belarus and the seeming 
mental proximity of nations, actual Ukrainian influence on Belarus has always 
been rather limited − the Lukashenka’s regime was more Moscow-oriented, while 
the democratic opposition was more focused on Warsaw and Vilnius than on Kyiv.



A long-term strategic approach 
to reduce Belarus' dependence on Russia

Bearing in mind that Moscow would not allow true democratization of Belarus, Kyiv 

focused on activities aimed at diversifying Belarusian economic and political 

relations - and thus reducing critical dependence on Russia. 

In particular, Kyiv:

 provided transit for the supplies of Azerbaijani oil to Belarus

 promoted the project on restoration of the international river Waterway E40 to 

connect the Baltic and Black seas through Belarus, from Polish port of Gdansk to 

Ukrainian port of Kherson

 in July 2020, Ukrainian Foreign Minister invited his Belarusian colleague to join 

the meeting of the Lublin Triangle foreign ministers

 an inter-faction group “For Democratic Belarus!” was established in the Ukrainian 

parliament



Following the falsified elections and brutal 
violence against the protesters in Belarus, Kyiv:

 took a position of solidarity with the EU on non-recognition of the election results 

and inadmissibility of violence against the protesters, and joined the EU’s 

personal sanctions against Belarusian officials

 cancelled the planned Ukrainian-Belarusian forum of regions and paused the 

high-level interstate dialogue

 became a co-author of the UN Human Rights Council Resolution on Human 

Rights Situation in Belarus Related to the 2020 Presidential Elections (September 

2020)

 simplified legal procedures for moving to Ukraine and employment of the 

Belarusian entrepreneurs and IT specialists

 on the initiative of Ukrainian Foreign Minister, Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya was 

invited to join the online Lublin Triangle meeting in January 2021



Assistance at the level of civil society actors

Ukrainian experts and NGOs:

 shared with Belarusian colleagues the lessons learned on confronting Russian 

hybrid warfare and disinformation

 assisted in establishing contacts with European and American diplomats, experts 

and media

 organized Ukrainian-Belarusian expert forums to discuss common interests and 

problems and develop proposals for their solution

 organized visits of Belarusian journalists to Ukraine so that they could get 

objective information about the internal situation, as well as about the process of 

European integration and its advantages



What to do together with European partners
 coordinate actions to preserve the Belarusian issue high on the international agenda, 

including both the intergovernmental and non-governmental levels (OSCE, CE, UN, 

EaP, Visegrad Group, Lublin Triangle, NGOs’ platforms and networks, etc.)

 promote in the international arena the position on inadmissibility of the absorption of 

Belarus by Russia and expansion of Russian military presence in Belarus

 develop the all-European ‘Marshall’ Plan to support economic reforms and 

development in Belarus after the democratic transition of power, including measures to 

diversify foreign trade and reduce overdependence on the Russian market

 step up international pressure on Minsk’s and Moscow’s authoritarian regimes and 

related business to force them stop repressions against the Belarusian people – given 

that Lukashenka’s regime retains power only due to the Kremlin’s support 

 assist with informational support by: (a) providing floor for Belarusian democratic 

movement in our media; (b) supporting independent Belarusian media; (c) assisting in 

countering disinformation and propaganda

 intensify the cooperation at the level of civil societies, including within the Eastern 

Partnership, given that the official Minsk actually froze its participation in this format


